Teaching Bell Handling Course

Like all our courses, it’s intended as a basis for discussion and the sharing of ideas, experiences and worries. It lasts exactly 2 hours – hopefully with a coffee and tea break in the middle.

The structure is that the Branch finds a person aged between 16 and 60 who has never even touched a rope, let alone tried to ring. In a belfry big enough to seat all those who turn up, Steve teaches the person to ring. While this is happening, a three-way discussion takes place – between Steve and the learner, between Steve and the audience, and between the audience and the learner.

And at the end of the session, the learner rings the bell entirely unaided, and then stands it – also entirely unaided.

Hopefully, the session is instructive, entertaining and fun – as well as being quite exciting as the learner is learning entirely for real. There’s no question of anything being staged. All the real life problems can – and normally do – happen.

Steve has already done this session in four Branches as well as in other Associations.

Running Practices Course

No two people ever run a practice the same way, and there are endless differences of approach. Everyone has different tastes in practices too, so there is no single right way of doing things. But running practices can be a worrying and difficult job, and talking over real life problems and possible solutions and partial solutions, can be very helpful and re-assuring.

So this 2 hour session – with coffee and tea - is designed to do that; and a selection of real-world – and hopefully, entertaining - situations will provide the basis for discussion - although they certainly won’t limit it.

Fundamental to the discussions, though, is that you definitely DON’T need ringing expertise to be a tower captain or ringing master. Most ringers only take on one of these jobs because no one else will, so even if you’re not one now, you may be sometime. So everyone is welcome to come along, no matter what their experience and no matter what their current role.

