For Immediate Release/
Gloucester, St Mary de Crypt and the Rudhall dynasty

The 300th anniversary celebration of the Rudhall bells at St Mary de Crypt, Gloucester will take place in the church on Friday 18 June at 7.30pm. 

In the year 1710 Abraham Rudhall, Gloucester’s prolific and world-famous bellfounder, cast six new bells and hung them in a new frame in the tower of St Mary de Crypt.  Those same bells, although augmented in 1749 to a ring of eight, are still rung today. The celebration service will focus on the many facets that the art of bellringing entails. The bells will be rung and familiar bellringers’ hymns will be sung. The guest speaker will be Miss Mary Bliss, a renowned authority on the church bells of Gloucestershire. 

‘I am delighted to have been asked to conduct such a special service,’ said the Rector of the City Centre, Canon Nikki Arthy. ‘This is a rare opportunity to celebrate and to learn something of our heritage. All are invited to attend, ringers or not.’ 
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