
for belfry restoration under Rule 2.iv. indeed, 
since Branches should not seek to build up 
funds other than with the intention of using 
them for the Association s charitable purpos-
es, they should consider doing this wherever 
possible.
2. They must ensure that all bank accounts 
are in the name of the Branch and operated by 
at  least two signatories - neither of whom ever 
pre-signs cheque's, Cheque's should never be 
payable to one of the signatories 
3. They must ensure (normally through the 
Branch Treasurer or Secretary) that the prop-
er accounting records are
maintained, and proper accounts drawn up 
annually. 
4. They must ensure (normally through the 
Branch Treasurer or Secretary) that the cash 
books, receipt books and
other accounting and financial records of the 
Branch are retained for at least seven years.
5. They must ensure that the minute books 
and attendance books are retained indefinitely 
or lodged in the Association Library.
In addition, they must operate in accordance 
within the Aims, Rules and Management 
Committee decisions of the Association. lf any 
Branch Officer would like advice on anything 
at all, the Association Officers can be called 
upon at anytime.
The following suggestions may help new 
Branch Officers and members who are think-
ing of becoming Branch Officers.
All Officers
1. put simply, your job is to further the objects 
and Aims of the Association - essentially. 
That’s encouraging more and better ringing, 
good bell maintenance and safe practice. 
Helping with that in a small way is just as 
important as helping with it in a big way.
2. All Branches organise meetings, practices 
and events. normally on an annual basis. You 
will be involved in the planning of these.
3. Good communications within the Branch 
are always important. Simply talking to as 
many people as possible at Branch events 
helps enormously, but issuing a regular 
Branch News  Letter is a real bonus.
4. Branch members may come to you for help 
and advice on all sorts of matters concerning 
the bells and ringing in their tower. So it helps 
if you know who to turn to, both in the Associ-
ation and elsewhere. The Association Belfry 
Advisers - can give considerable assistance 
on hardware matters, and all the Association 
Officers are available for advice at any time.    

The role of the individual officers next month.

On Thursday 5th May at 7pm there will be a 
special concert in St Mary’s Berkeley, given by 
the Berkeley Ensemble conducted by Lord Ber-
keley of Knighton CBE; the great-grandson of 
the 7th Earl of Berkeley. Michael Berkeley is the 
internationally renowned classical composer 
and conductor, who also presents the radio 
programme “Private Passions” weekly on BBC 
Radio 3. The concert will include Michael’s 
Clarinet Quintet, a String Trio by his father 
Lennox and two works by Mozart. After the 
concert there will a reception in the Great Hall 
of the Castle, where concert-goers can chat 
with the performers and enjoy a fork buffet with 
wine.  Before the concert there will be early 
evening guided tours of the Castle, starting 
between 5 and 5.30pm.
The concert has been organized for us by one 
of our Patrons, Rt. Hon. Lord Cope of Berke-
ley, former MP for Berkeley and Minister of 
State in Margaret Thatcher’s and John 
Major’s Governments.
Concert tickets cost £30 for Nave seats and 
£20 for Aisle seats. Tickets for the Reception, 
which are limited and only available with a 
concert ticket, also cost £30 while pre-concert 
tours are £15. Tickets are only available from 
the booking agency; Brown Paper Tickets on 
0800 411 8881 (24 hrs, ask for the Special 
Berkeley Concert) or at: 
www.brownpapertickets.com.
This exciting concert will help us to raise the 
£50,000 we still need to complete the restora-
tion of St Mary’s bell tower so that these ten 
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                Farcited Ringing
April 7th Maps 162, 163 
Cherington10.30-11.15  GL8 8SN
Minchinhampton.11.30-12.15  GL6 9GP
Lunch TBA
Woodchester 2.30-3.15. GL5 5PD
Branch Ringing.
Saturday April 12th
Branch Training Day
Saturday 23rd Local Ringing for St 
Georges Day No branch practice.
Association Activities
April 9th
G & B AGM
Cheltenham Branch
Penn and Croome Trophies competitions
Sodbury Ringing 3rd Friday

              May Day Outing Towers
10.00 - 10.45 Barnsley (6)
11.00 - 11.45 Coln St Aldwyns (8)
12.00 - 12.45 Hatherop (6)
Lunch
14.15 - 15.00 Fairford (8)
15.15 - 16.00 Ampney Crucis (6)
16.30 - 17.30 TBA                                                  
            St Georges Day 2016
This year St Georges Day is on a Saturday the 
23rd April.
The branch will not be organising a mini outing 
and lunch as it is on a Saturday, and ringing will 
be up to each individual tower in the branch if it 
wants to ring!
The Ringing Master Alan Coombs will be contact-
ing your Twig to see what is happening in your 
area nearer the date.                                               
                       Branch officers
(Following on from the Twigs responsibilities last 
month from the annual report)
                  What the Jobs Entail
Branch Officers have a small number of statutory 
responsibilities because the Association is a char-
ity and the Branches are an integral part of that 
charity. They are:
1. They must properly look after the money and 
assets of the Branch. ln doing this they can subsi-
dise events that further the objects and Aims of the 
Association as set out in Rule 2 - such as events 
with a training purpose - but
they cannot subsidise social events unless those 
social events are organised in a genuine attempt 
to at least break even. They can also give money 

Berkeley



bells, including the two Great War memorial 
bells, can ring out for the Armistice centenary 
in 2018.
Steve Chandler JP
Chairman of the Appeal Committee                  
            2016 Striking Competition

Above the winning team for 2016 Man-
gotsfield and above right the winning 
team in 1976 the first year the trophy 
was presented, to the winning team 
Warmley.
The trophy was made by Brian Angell 
and the branch Striking competition I 
understand started in 1968 when Terry 
Jefferies was 
Chairman, (Terry 
is on the left in the 
photo above) Hen-
ry Taysom Ringing  
Master, David 
Powell Deputy 
RM, and Tony 
Gibbs the Secretary, there was no 
treasurer, and Ken Weeks was then the 
MC rep. Two of these  Tony Gibbs and 
Ken Weeks are in the picture at the top 
of the page sadly deceased, as are Bill 
and Rita Lampard, the two surviving 
people  in the picture are Myra Gibbs 
and Phillip Hicks, Myra is directly be-
hind Philip Hicks who is kneeling down 
with the new trophy. 
Thanks to Myra Gibbs for the picture, if 
any of you have pictures of the years 
between 1968 and 1998 I would be 
please to see them.
I have pictures for the years 1998 to 
present day which can be seen on the 
branch web site.                                    

Branch Striking Competition      
                 Report
On Saturday 19 March nine 
towers from across the branch 

competed in the annual branch striking 
competition.  The event was held at 
Compton Dando parish church which 
has a 14 cwt ring of 6.  It was a lovely 
afternoon hosted by the Tower Captain 
Dawn (???) and her very able assistant 
Mervyn who looked fabulous in his pin-
ny and bobble hat!  They managed to 
keep everyone happy with hot cups of 
tea and coffee all afternoon which was 
very welcome as it was a bit chilly.  Also 
the cakes that people brought along 
helped to soak up the tea and kept up 
the energy levels.
The judges (Ruth Beavin and  Julian 
Hemper from Salisbury Branch) com-
mented that the tenor seemed to ring a 
bit slow, and others noted the fourth 
being slightly odd struck, but said that 
overall the competition ringing was of a 
high standard.  Mangotsfield therefore 
can rightly feel proud of their win, with 
Dyrham second and Frampton Cotterell 
placed third.  We would like to thank the 
judges for their work and the individual 
comments to each tower and also to 
wish Mangotsfield well as they go on to 
represent the Branch in the G&B com-
petition later in the year.
Lucy Bailey
Branch Treasurer.                                 

                The
    Association AGM
    Cheltenham Branch
Information sent to all 
tower contacts and email 
addresses.                       
       Branch Practice
          Information 
It has been suggested 
that we publish each 
month the methods 
which were rung at the 
branch practice in the 
previous month.
Last Month on February 

27th at Frenchay the following meth-
ods were rung
Call changes + plain hunting
Bob Doubles
Grandsire doubles
Bob Minor
Stedman
Cambridge
 St Martins St Simons and perhaps 
St Clements.

         Edward (Ted) Mould
Ted rang was a branch member and rang 
throughout the branch but primarily at  Thorn-
bury, Pucklechurch and Abson in the 
60’s/70’s died on Saturday 19/03/2016.  The 
last time we saw him was when he came to 
ring in the Frampton 50 peal in 2013.  The 
picture above was taken when the Abson 
treble was rededicated in November 2008, 
and as with the Frampton celebrations he 
came down from London especially to attend. 
Ted held a number of branch officer positions 
in the branch, he was deputy RM in 1976 and 
1977 and MC rep between 1973 and 1978.

          


